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March 20, 2017

Rep. Angus L. K. McKelvey, Chair
Committee on Higher Education

Hawai' i State Capitol

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chair McKelvey and Members:

RE:    SB 272 SD 2 HD 1

Relating to Rat Lungworm Disease

SB 272, SD2, HD1 says that rat lungworm disease has stricken more than 70

people in the State, claiming lives and causing grave disabilities.  While primarily
affecting the Big Island, it has now been identified on Maui as well.

Although the disease is not well known, it has devastating effects on its victims.
One can only hope that we can get a handle on this disease before it destroys more
lives.

Fortunately, our University is willing and able to assist with research and
education, but substantial funding is needed to support its efforts.  We certainly believe
that such an investment of state dollars is warranted.

Please approve funding for SB 272, SD2, HD1.

Res tfully submitted,

i(j\--Lr

Harry Kim
Mayor

County of Hawaii is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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SB 272 SD2 HD1 – RELATING TO RAT LUNGWORM DISEASE 
 
Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Hashem, and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Donald Straney, Chancellor of the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo and I support 
the intent of SB 272 SD2 HD1 to fund programs, studies and activities to prevent and 
eradicate rat lungworm disease.  
 
UH Hilo views the proposal as a positive solution to address a critical health issue in the 
state.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 272 SD2 HD1.  Aloha. 
 
 



DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 
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 Testimony COMMENTING on S.B. 272, S.D. 2, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO RAT LUNGWORM DISEASE 
REPRESENTATIVE ANGUS L.K. McKELVEY, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
Hearing Date: March 21, 2017 Room Number:  309 

 

Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health appreciates the intent of S.B. 272, S.D. 2, H.D. 1 

1, but defers to the priorities set forth in the Executive Biennium Budget.   2 

Department Testimony:  This measure seeks to appropriate funds in the 2017–18 and 2018–19 3 

fiscal period (2 years) to the University of Hawaii at Hilo for programs, studies, and activities 4 

related to the prevention and eradication of rat lungworm disease.  This measure also provides 5 

that the University of Hawaii at Hilo shall collaborate with the Department of Health, 6 

Department of Land and Natural Resources, Department of Agriculture, and the Governor’s Joint 7 

Rat Lungworm Task Force, to create a statewide plan for the prevention and eradication of rat 8 

lungworm disease. 9 

The Department of Health concurs with and supports the consensus of the Joint Rat Lungworm 10 

Task Force, which is that outreach and education are essential priorities in addressing the risk of 11 

angiostrongyliasis in  Hawaii’s communities. 12 

In addition to educational activities conducted during the investigation of reported cases of 13 

angiostrongyliasis illness, DOH efforts, in conjunction with partners, have included statewide 14 

school garden food safety workshops and the distribution of flyers to at-risk communities as well 15 

as commercial food establishments.  We welcome the opportunity to continue our work with 16 

partners to improve public health education and prevention of this serious disease.   17 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 18 
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            Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the House Committee on  

HIGHER EDUCATION 
 

Tuesday, March 21, 2017 
2:02 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 309 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 272, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO RAT LUNGWORM DISEASE 
 
Senate Bill 272, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 1 proposes to appropriate funds to support research, 
control, and outreach activities relating to rat lungworm disease. The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure provided that its passage does not 
replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in the Executive Budget request.  
 
The Department recognizes the threat of rat lungworm disease and the lack of information on 
statewide distribution of the parasite Angiostrongylus cantonensis and its hosts. The Department 
also notes that the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC), which is administered by the 
Department, received proposals for research and education regarding this disease in Fiscal Year 
(FY)16 and FY17 but was unable to identify adequate resources to support all of these efforts. In 
FY17 the HISC is providing partial funding support to a project developing outreach programs 
and materials regarding rat lungworm disease under the direction of the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo. Additional funding support for a more comprehensive research, control, and outreach 
program, as described in this measure, would be strongly beneficial. The Department supports 
this measure, provided that the appropriations described therein do not impact appropriations to 
the HISC or other priorities indicated in the Executive Budget request.  
 
The Department notes that Senate Draft 1 streamlined funding to the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo for the implementation of tasks described in the measure, and is supportive of this approach. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.  
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management programs are minor compared to the expected medical bill associated 

with those who contract the illness. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 





SB272 SD2 HD1: RELATING TO RAT LUNGWORM DISEASE

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Hashem, and Members of  the Committee,

The HawaiÔi Farm to School and School Garden Hui supports SB272 SD2 HD1.

Rat Lungworm Disease (RLWD) is an issue that can no longer be ignored in 
HawaiÔi. There is a desperate need for funding, research, monitoring/control, and 
educational outreach dedicated to this disastrously debilitating disease, so that 
there are ZERO cases going forward.

The HawaiÔi Farm to School and School Garden Hui stands ready to assist with 
educational outreach to HawaiÔiÕs students and schools. 

We have created a School Garden Safety Manual, which includes information on 
RLWD, and are holding workshops around the state to bring this information to 
educators. The manual is available online via The Kohala CenterÕs website under 
Farm to School Resources (link to School Garden Safety Manual: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Qw59RHMj_QR3dZQ3o5UXYxWWc/view).
 
Formed in 2010, the HawaiÔi Farm to School and School Garden Hui is a statewide 
network comprised of  five island-level networks, active organizations, and 
representatives of  the HawaiÔi Departments of  Agriculture, Education, and 
Health. Our mission is to strengthen HawaiÔiÕs statewide farm to school and school 
garden movement.

Please pass this bill to enable the ERADICATION of  RLWD in HawaiÔi.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Lydi Morgan Bernal
Coordinator
HawaiÔi Farm to School and School Garden Hui
schoolgardenhui@kohalacenter.org
www.hawaiischoolgardenhui.org

Island Networks & Organizations

Farm to Keiki (Preschool)

FoodCorps Hawai!i

Grow Some Good

Hawai!i Island School Garden 
Network/The Kohala Center

ÔIolani School

Ka Ohana O Na Pua

KauaÔi School Garden Network/
Malama KauaÔi

K" kua Hawai!i Foundation 
(!# INA In Schools)

Maui School Garden Network

MolokaÔi School Garden Network/
Sustainable Moloka!i

O!ahu Farm to School Network

State Agencies

Hawai!i Department of  Agriculture: 
Farm to School Program

Hawai!i Department of  Education: 
Hawai!i Child Nutrition Programs

Hawai!i Department of  Education:
School Food Services Branch

Hawai!i Department of  Health: 
Healthy Hawai!i Initiative

UH CTAHR Master Gardeners
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SB 272 SD2 / HB 474 - RELATING TO RAT LUNGWORM DISEASE   

 

Chair McKelvey and Vice Chair Hashem and members of the Committee on Higher Education,   

My name is Dr. Susan Jarvi and I am a Professor in the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at the University of Hawaii at Hilo, Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy.  My lab has 
been the lead in rat lungworm education and research for the past 5 years in the state.  
 
I am speaking as a concerned individual in strong support of SB 272 SD2 / HB 474 Relating to 
Rat Lungworm Disease (RLWD).   
 
Hawaii is the epicenter for rat lungworm disease (angiostrongyliasis) in the United States, and is 
among the most serious threats to human health of all diseases carried by wildlife in Hawaii.  
Most infections are presumed to be due to the ingestion of infected slugs or snails on fresh 
produce or possibly from untreated catchment water. The nematode reproduces in rats and 
develops in slugs and snails.  Although most human cases have originated in east Hawaii 
Island, there have been cases reported on all of the major Hawaiian Islands. Why so many 
cases originate on Hawaii Island is unclear.  Thus, funding is needed to address this grave 
issue.   
 
Rat lungworm is a preventable disease, but only if one is informed about it.  A significant 
component of this bill is geared toward prevention through education.  My lab (largely through 
the efforts of Kay Howe) has been the first In the US, and in the world, to develop and 
implement curriculum to educate our keiki, who can then educate their `ohana on how to best 
prevent RLWD.  While this RLWD curriculum currently only involves 5 schools on Hawaii Island, 
funding is needed to develop this into a statewide program available for all keiki (especially 
those in schools with school garden programs).  Funding is needed for tracking the spread of 
highly infected slugs throughout the islands and pinpoint areas of high transmission which could 
then be targeted for control.  We could also run experiments necessary to evaluate the 
possibility of using rat baits containing anti-parasitic drugs to deworm rats and break the disease 
cycle.   
 
Funding is also needed to determine which approved vegetable washes are most effective at 
killing larvae so people can better wash their produce, and continue to eat local and fresh 
produce safely. East Hawaii has the highest use of catchment water in the state.  We need to 
know if the infective stage of the larvae can be detected in catchment water and the best 
practices for treating catchment water as we have found that infective stage RLW larvae can 
live in rainwater for many weeks.  
 
RLWD has already caused multiple deaths; many victims suffer long-term disability.   









Thomas Lee Travis 
930 Tahoe Blvd STE 802-387

Incline Village, Nv 89451
email: ttravis12@mac.com

mobile: (757) 639-7364

Monday, March 20, 2017

Rep. Angus L.K. McKelvey
Chairman, House Committee on Higher Education 
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Vice Chairman

Re:!Testimony in support of SB 272 (Relating to Rat Lung Worm (RLW)) for the 
hearing scheduled at 2:02 on March 21, 2017 .

Aloha,

This letter is in strong support of SB 272.

I am writing for myself and my wife Laura.  I am a retired Navy captain that served as 
Commanding OfÞcer of both a Submarine and a Submarine Squadron and Laura is a 
retired registered nurse. At the time Laura contacted Rat Lungworm Disease, we owned 
a small farm on Papaya Farms Road in Lower Puna.  Since she has had the disease, 
we have had to move from our retirement home in Hawaii, both to avoid reinfection with 
RLW and to reduce medical costs in dealing with RLW complications.

Summary of Lessons Learned:

¥ Diagnosis of RLW is difÞcult and often delayed, causing risk and hardship for the patient.  Often 
the main symptom is extreme headache with no or low fever.   It is possible the underlying 
cause of the headache can cause death.

¥ Costs to treat RLW are similar to other major diseases.

¥ Determining the cause of infection is often difÞcult and despite claims by the Department of 
Health, no one other than the UH School of Pharmacy under Dr. Susan Jarvi is looking at each 
case.

¥ The career of a RLW patient suffering a moderate form of the disease will be interrupted or 
permanently ended.

¥ The close family or friend who cares for someone experiencing a moderate case will be unable 
to continue a career for some months to years.  Lives will be permanently changed.



¥ Some patients experience moderate to severe pain from one to several years after having the 
disease.

¥ Semi slugs, an invasive species, apparently are enabling more rapid spread of the disease.

¥ Animals other than humans also suffer from this parasite.

¥ UH School of Pharmacy has led the charge in research and understanding the disease, 
including establishing a post-hospitalization survivor network and including managing survivor 
expectations.

Background:

My wife Laura developed what experts at Hilo Medical Center classiÞed as a ÒmoderateÓ 
case of RLW.  Her symptoms began in the Summer of 2015 and she was diagnosed on  
October, 2015.  1

Diagnosis of RLW followed three visits  to the Emergency Room, one visit to urgent 
care, and three visits to a primary care physician. Hospitalization lasted about two 
weeks, post-hospitalization emergency room visits totaled Þve, health care specialists 
referred to numbered seven, and contact with primary care providers was daily to 
weekly for several months.  The current health care cost (paid by our medical 
insurance) is over 300,000 dollars.

When we permanently retired to a farm on Papaya Farms Road in lower Puna. I 
personally designed the catchment and water delivery system to prevent RLW (among 
other dangers).  Laura studied and took precautions to prevent RLW.  Our precautions 
included thoroughly washing vegetables and carefully handling fruit.  Our drinking water 
passed through one, ten, and thirty micron Þlters, as well as an ultra-violet Þlter.  The 
system was also treated with chlorine.   Because we did take precautions, we do not 
know how she contacted the parasites.   

Although the Department of Health has said they investigate each case to help the 
survivor determine the cause, we have never been contacted.  

After our own careful reconstruction and study, Laura probably got the disease from 
eating greens in a restaurant or from cleaning Þlters on the water catchment system.  
Many experts do not believe RLW can be spread through skin contact, but many 
anecdotes lead me to believe it is possible.

It appears that dozens of people have RLW and are not diagnosed.  The cases 
diagnosed are more likely to include severe or moderate cases. Research has not 
established whether the severity of a RLW case is predominately a result of the number 
of parasites that enter the body or predominately a function of the individual bodyÕs 
response to the invasion of parasites.   Although the number of parasites that invade 

 LauraÕs symptoms during the duration of the disease included headaches, itchiness, extreme skin 1

sensitivity and burning pain, nerve pain, double vision, loss of balance, impaired short term memory, 
difÞculty in urination. earaches, neck pain, and hair loss.



may be important, it is possibleÑand in my mind likelyÑthat the severity is determined 
by the response of the body after the parasites invade.  If so, those that develop RLW 
must take extraordinary precautions to prevent additional contact with the parasites.

LauraÕs case of RLW has upset and redirected our lives.  Personally I have had to 
resign or suspend support for three community groups and Laura has had to resign 
from the Puna Medical Center Hospital Board, I have had to spend over 20,000 dollars 
of personal funds for temporary lodging and travel to Honolulu to support medical care 
and testing,  Subsequently, Laura and I have had to sell our retirement home in Hawaii 
and move to the Mainland.  

Laura still experiences considerable nerve pain as a consequence of the disease.  After 
a year from onset of the disease, she was able to stop use of opioid pain relievers but 
still requires medication. 

In short, this is an awful disease with profound consequences for even those that 
develop ÒmoderateÓ cases.  I seriously doubt the accuracy of the Department of Health 
data on the number of cases, I believe there is a strong increase in the numbers as a 
dangerous invasive species (semi-slugs) spreads the disease over an ever-increasing 
area.   Based on discussions with horse owners, I think some horses may have been 
killed or ruined by the disease.

Laura and I have found only two reliable sources of information on RLW on the Island of 
Hawaii.   One is Dr. Martel at Hilo Medical Center and the other is Dr. Susan Jarvi and 
her team at the UH School of Pharmacy.   

The time to act is now.  Thank you.

/S/  Thomas Lee and Laura Gibson Travis



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 11:55 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: steven_jacquier@hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Steven Jacquier Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Hawaii's local community health, visitor industry, and agricultural sector will 
all benefit from the much-needed work SB 272 will facilitate. Please support SB 272. 
Mahalo. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 10:10 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: 333cory@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha legislators, Please support this bill. I personally know two people who 
got rat lungworm. One had to move to the states for medical care. mahalo, Cory Harden 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 8:39 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: paul@imaximus.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Sean Fitzgerald Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: This is a very dangerous disease for our island , please provide research 
money for it.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 4:31 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: shelbyrm@hawaii.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Shelby Marhoefer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Please fund UHH for research into Rat Lungworm. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 11:33 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: helgaonmaui@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Helga Fiederer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



   Barry and Kris Gitelson 
323-9707 Home, 936-2046 cell 

alohamagic@aol.com 
 

Aloha, 
 
We are writing as  concerned citizens in support of the upcoming SB 272.  We consider Rat Lung 
Worm  to be one of the major health problems residents of the Big Island and the state are facing.  
Personally we know of people who have been effected by this disease that live here and also by visitors 
who have contracted Rat Lung while visiting.  Last year my wife was on the phone with a technical 
support person on the mainland who told her how she had gotten a confirmed diagnosis on the 
mainland from a smoothie at a Big Island restaurant.  Six months later she was suffering from chronic 
headaches and could not reduce her pain medication.  This is not the kind of publicity the state needs.  
Come visit paradise, get sick and maybe die from eating at a restaurant. Personally we have both quit 
eating raw green salads just to be safe. 
 
Money spent on education and hopefully eradication of this insidious disease is tax dollars well spent.  
Please note that education should extend to restaurants and food service workers as well. 
 
Is this a typo?  It was copied from the bill on Hawaii.gov 
SECTION 3.  This Act shall take effect on July 31, 2150. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Barry Gitelson 
Kris Gitelson  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2017 6:39 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: joshmason808@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/19/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Josh Mason Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Rat lung worm is a growing problem both for the health of the people in our 
community as well as for our economy. A growing number of people are suffering from 
the devastating effects of this parasite. This alone is reason enough to support addition 
research. However, the growth rate of infections is now starting to strike fear into both 
locals and visitors alike, which will have a growing, deleterious effect on one of our most 
important local economies, agriculture. This issue needs to be attacked head on, and 
that starts with quality research. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 9:35 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: Paularitter76@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Paula Ritter Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 7:30 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: bobarthurs@me.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

bob Arthurs Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: Thank you for addressing this disease that is constantly a concern primarily 
contracted from the water we all drink. Rats have been identified as the primary carrier 
and research appears to indicate that 95 percent of all rats tested are carriers. We 
should hope that this legislative body devotes the same 95 percent effort into mitigating 
this disease. Respectfully submitted, Bob Arthurs 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 2:42 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: katc31999@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kat Culina Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 1:44 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: kris@kimnkris.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kris wilhelmsen Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: I am a resident of Puna. I grow much of my vegetables. I have known two 
people that have contracted rat lung disease and it is devestating to them and their 
families. I urge the senate to approve funding to the UH for further research that might 
lead to treatment, if not irradication of this disease.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 1:42 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: kimberleeannrowe@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kim Rowe Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: I have a homestead, a degree from UH in Agriculture. I raise my family 
veggies and fruit for 5 kids. Recently I. dug a huge hole in our yard, there were at least 
100 semi-slugs which have taken to crawling on our screens of our house, the sliding 
screen door that my kids touch! I can wash my veggies and fruit, but we are all coming 
into contact with the semi-slug daily and my car kills a rat a week! Please fund research 
and monies for slug bait EVERYWHERE, SLUG BAIT EVERYWHERE...as I have no 
health insurance and I am afraid of rat-lungworm. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 12:19 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: Terriyork2@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Terri York Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 11:47 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: valerie@isomedia.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/18/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Valerie Barnes Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: This disease is terrifying. It may be currently only affecting Big Island, but 
that won't continue - it will spread. We must understand and contain it. Please support 
this bill. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 9:49 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: doran_vaughan@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/17/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Doran Vaughan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Please support SB272 which provides funding to UHH for Rat Lungworm 
Disease Research. This research is extremely important to the health and safety of the 
citizens of Hawaii as well as visitors to Hawaii. Rat Lungworm Disease threatens 
citizens and visitors daily with the possibility of permanent health problems and 
potentially death. Funding this research will enable UHH and Hawaii to identify methods 
for control of the spread of the disease, diagnosis and treatment of the disease, and 
education to the public regarding prevention and resources for treatment. Please 
support SB 272 with funding for research at UHH. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 5:33 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: douglasperrine@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/17/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Douglas Perrine Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 4:20 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: kaulanad@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/17/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kaulana Dameg Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 10:23 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: lydibernal@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Lydi Morgan Bernal Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha Kakou Thank you very much for hearing this bill. I am writing in 
strong support of SB272 SD2, Relating to Rat Lungworm Disease. I have THREE 
friends who contracted Rat Lungworm Disease (RLWD) within the past 1.5 years, all 
ages 30-40 years old. Their lives were almost completely destroyed by this disease and 
they now live with serious physical disabilities because of it. Two friends were a 
husband and wife couple (now getting divorced) living in Hilo who contracted RLWD 
from an under-washed head of lettuce purchased from Hilo farmers market. Another 
friend lives on Maui and contracted RLWD from a salad eaten at a restaurant. How did 
this happen? UNINFORMED food producers, food service workers, consumers, and 
health care providers. It's time for Hawaii to shine the light on this issue so that there are 
ZERO cases going forward. Please pass this bill to enable the ERADICATION of 
RLWD. Thank you very much! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 12:08 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: keiki@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Keiki Kawaiaea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 11:40 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: hiivuta@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Hiilei Vuta Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 11:28 AM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: kalikoamona@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM* 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kaliko Amona Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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increases.  Nutritionists advise the public to eat plenty of fresh leafy vegetables.  However, 
without knowing enough about the transmission of rat lungworm disease, this advice may 
be risky in areas infested by snails and slugs.  We need to know if the slime alone can 
cause the disease, and if washing or other pre-consumption measures will prevent 
transmission.  Backyard gardeners and others who may not practice pest management 
to effectively control snails and slugs, or those who purchase greens from these sources, 
may be particularly at risk. 
 
HFB supports funding of the University of Hawaii at Hilo and their collaboration with state 
agencies to help learn more about the disease and to prevent the spread of it and other 
food-borne diseases, especially to children through school garden projects. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
 
 
 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 11:31 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: Burdick808@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier Position  
Present at 

Hearing  

Alan B Burdick 
Progressive Democrats 

of Hawaii Support No 

 
 
Comments: PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF HAWAII support SB 272, to provide 
funding for rat lungworm research and education. It is truly frightening to learn that 
some 90% of rats captured and tested show infection for lungworm. This situation is out 
of control! This measure will be one small step toward bringing this problem under 
control. Please support this bill. Thank you very much. Alan B. Burdick Chair, 
Progressive Democrats of Hawaii burdick808@gmail.com 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 9:53 PM 
To: HEDtestimony 
Cc: hilo.rob@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB272 on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM 
 
SB272 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for HED on Mar 21, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier Position  
Present at 

Hearing  

Robert Hollingsworth Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: As a private citizen, I would like to weigh in to support the bill providing 
funding for rat lungworm disease research. I am a researcher with USDA-ARS. I am on 
the Rat Lungworm Task Force put together by the governor's office. I recently led a 
survey of the semi-slug pest which is the most important carrier of the rat lungworm 
nematode. The results of this residential survey show that the semi-slug (Parmarion 
martensi) has now spread throughout the Big Island. This spread of this pest species, 
which climbs walls, loves plastic, ends up in pet food bowls, inside houses in sinks and 
on refrigerator doors is likely to increase the number of rat lungworm cases on the Big 
Island going forward. I know Dr. Susan Jarvi and Kay Howe and have carried out 
cooperative research with them. I know that they are doing a great job with very limited 
funds and that they need additional funding to gather critical research data. Three of the 
50+ respondents to our survey reported in December 2017 that they are currently sick 
with rat lungworm disease (2 of the 3 contacted me from the Hilo hospital). I am aware 
that 3 people in Hawaii island in recent months have found semi-slugs in commercially 
purchased lettuce and prepared sandwiches. I strongly support the passage of this bill, 
which will provide funding to Dr. Jarvi's lab. Sincerely, Robert G. Hollingsworth, Ph.D. I 
am familiar with Dr. Jarvi's research and outreach program. I know the efforts have 
been severely hampered by lack of funding. I have strong first-hand evidence that the 
number of official cases of rat lungworm is a vast underestimate of the true number of 
cases. For this reason, for the good of Hawaii's citizens and their safety, I urge you to 
fund research into this pressing problem that I am most familiar with as a researcher. 
Aloha, Robert G. Hollingsworth, March 20, 2017 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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